
 Paul Menard and the No. 27 Quaker State/Menards Team Earn Top-15 Finish at Texas  
 

Paul Menard and the Quaker State/Menards team started from the fourth position and brought 
the No. 27 Chevrolet Impala home with a top-15 result in Sunday’s AAA Texas 500, taking every 
opportunity to adjust the car’s handling as the track’s conditions changed with the dipping sun in 
the AAA Texas 500 at Texas Motor Speedway. When the green flag dropped for the 334-lap 
affair, Menard had his hands full with a tight-handling machine, losing ground and slipping to 
back to the 10th position by lap 31. As the long green-flag run ensued, the handling shifted to a 
tight-center and loose-off characteristic. During the first green-flag visit to pit road on lap 43, the 
Slugger Labbe-led team put on four fresh Goodyear tires, added Sunoco fuel and made an air 
pressure adjustment to the front tires in an effort the improve the Chevrolet's balance. With the 
center of the turns much improved, Menard continued to report that the loose-exit condition was 
his biggest challenge. The afternoon’s first caution flag of the afternoon was displayed on lap 
112 and allowed the crew to service the No. 27 racer with additional adjustments. Menard re-
mained on track to lead a lap and gain a valuable point in the driver championship point stand-
ings before coming to pit road where he received four tires, fuel and additional chassis adjust-
ments. Restarting 25th on lap 116, he climbed into the top 20 on lap 150 and remained there for 
the 84-lap green-flag run. Trapped one lap down and in the 18th position due to a pit stop just 
prior to the yellow flag being display, Menard remained on track and restarted 17th on lap 207. 
Gaining momentum despite requesting help turning the 3,400-pound machine, Menard drove up 
to the 11th spot and jumped into the top 10 following a speedy pit stop while under caution on lap 
263. He immediately surged into the top five, but then dropped back in the field, as he was 
struggling with the car’s drive-off of the corners. The final pit stop of the afternoon for the No. 27 
team came on lap 298, under green-flag conditions, changing four tires, packing the car with fuel 
and making a small track bar adjustment. The car’s handling shifted dramatically with Menard 
reporting a very loose-off condition and falling to the 24th position with 20 laps remaining in the 
event. In the closing laps, some competitors were forced to pit road for fuel, gaining the No. 27 
Quaker State/Menards Chevrolet team valuable track position and a 15th-place result when the 
checkered flag was displayed.  
 

Start – 4    Finish – 15   Laps Led – 1  Points – 20 
 

PAUL MENARD QUOTES: 
”I honestly don’t know what happened with that last run. We had no grip and were really tight in 
the center and loose off of the turns. The No. 27 Quaker State/Menards team did a great job all 
weekend, especially today (Sunday). The weather was so different today here (at Texas Motor 
Speedway) than it had been all weekend, so we were all busy during the race trying to find the 
setup that would work best.” 
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